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300 New Trucks 
May Be Rolling 
By Mid-Summer 


The first batch of 300 ton and 
one-half trucks bought for the 
Highway Commission earlier this 
month by the division of purchase 
and contract should be rolling over 
the highways and roads of -the 
state by mid-summer. 

At a meeting of the purchase and 
contract award board on Friday, 
May 17, a contract for 700 new ton 
and one-half trucks to replace worn- 
out rolling stock was granted to 
North Carolina Chevrolet dealers 
through the Sir Walter Chevrolet 
Company of Raleigh. The contract 
calls for delivery of the first 300 
trucks by the end of June. 

All of the trucks are to be equip- 
ped with heavy duty axles and en- 
gines, as well as heavy duty springs 
and bumpers, and cabs. 

The three subsections of the con- 
tract call for fifty trucks with 134- 
¥% inch wheelbase, with two-speed 
rear-ends, costing $1,271.43 each; 
thirty 160-inch wheelbase, standard 
rear-end models, costing $1,152.25 
each; and six hundred and twenty 
other 184 % inch wheelbase models, 
at a cost of $1,136.35 each. 

When Director W. Z. Betts of the 
division of purchase and contract 
said, in announcing the awarding 
of this contract, that it “won’t com- 
pletely solve the Highway Commis- 
sion’s truck requirements, ‘but it 
will be a big help,” he hit the nail 
squarely on the head. 


Many Drivers 
Afoul The Law 


A total of 3,476 motorists was 
arrested by state highway patrol- 
men in April, according to a month- 
ly report issued by the Department 
~€ Motor Vehicles. 

Jf this number, 391 were charged 

h driving while under the in- 

uence of intoxicants. 

The report also showed that pat- 
rolmen investigated 420 accidents, 
cited 3,852 motorists to court, in- 
spected 35,950 vehicles, investigated 
3,812 complaints, and recovered 62 
stolen cars. 

Violators tried in court on 
charges brought by the patrolmen 
resulted in 3,554 convictions, and 
sentences totaling 222 years and 


five days were imposed. Fines col- 


lected totaled $67,223.49, with costs 
running to a total of $40,488.68. 
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Employee Aid 
Is Sought By 
R/W Engineer 


Division right of way engineers 
are being troubled with means to 
prevent encroachment on the road 
system’s right of way by individuals 
and firms constructing buildings 
adjacent to or bordering the high- 
ways, T. B. Wilson, principal right 
of way engineer, said recently. 

Often, he pointed out, a division 
right of way engineer knows noth- 
ing of an impending encroachment 
until actual construction has begun. 
This occurs even on roads where 
the right of way is clearly defined 
by means of signs. 

It has been suggested recently 
that prospective builders be en- 
couraged to contact a highway of- 
ficial before starting construction, 
in order that the right of way can 
be clearly defined, thus avoiding any 
encroachment. 

Another suggestion for “nipping 
in the bud” a situation like this be- 
fore it arises is for each highway 
employee to make a point of advis- 
ing his division right of way en- 
gineer of construction being plan- 
ned near the roads or highway in 
his community. If the right of way 
department representative has this 
advance information, it will be a 
comparatively simple matter to 
check for any possible encroach- 
ment. Although this is offered as a 
suggestion only, it will prove very 
helpful for each employee to lend 
his cooperation in this respect. 


Bids Are Opened 
On 33 Projects 


Bids on 388 construction projects 
involving roads in thirty counties 
were opened here on Thursday, May 
23. 

However, since a complete analy- 
sis of the bids received was not 
available before this issue of 
“North Carolina Highways and 
Public Works” went to press, a 
more complete report on the May 
letting will be given in the next 
issue, scheduled for publication 
under the date line of June 14. 

Counties affected in this letting 
were: Northampton, Perquimans, 
Craven, Johnston, Harnett, Anson, 
Mecklenburg, Surry, Pasquotank, 
Franklin, Nash, Wake, Wayne, 
Wilson. Alamance, Caswell, Guil- 

(Continued on page four) 
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Veteran Takes 
Cowan’s Place 


The total number of veterans 
who have come back to prewar 
connections with the State High- 
way and Public Works Commission 
creeps toward the 150 mark. 

No. 
column, is Russell Temple, ex-ser- 
geant in the Army of the United 
States, who has returned to work 
in the Prison Department, being 
located in the prison industries 
division at Central Prison. Temple 
spent several years in the Army, 
being attached to a military police 
detail throughout his service. 

He has been appointed foreman 
of the metal plant at Central Pri- 
son. 

In this capacity, Temple succeeds 
A. C. Cowan, who served as fore- 
man of the metal plant from 1940 
until his death in December of last 
year. He died at Rex hospital here 
on December 13 following an illness 
of two months. He was 39 years of 
age. 


Federal Funds 
Same Next Year 


A total of $11,376,902 has been 
allocated to North Carolina by the 
Federal government for the fiscal 
year beginning July lst as this 
state’s share of the $500,000,000 
appropriation which has been auth- 
orized for continuation of the post- 
war Federal-State highway con- 
struction program, the Federal 
Works Agency has announced. 

This is the same amount of Fed- 
eral funds allocated to North Caro- 
lina during the current fiscal year. 
It is also expected that a similar 
appropriation will be made for the 
next fiscal period. 

The allotment of Federal funds 
from this source contemplates that 
participating states and other gov- 
ernmental agencies responsible for 
road construction will provide 
matching funds and adopt Federal 
standards in the promotion of their 
road construction programs. 

The overall allocation is broken 
down into the following brackets: 
$5,431,717 for state highway deve- 
lopment; $4,452,710 for secondary 
and county road work; $1,492,475 

(Continued on page four) 
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149, as reported in these) 


By W. G. Reaves 

Note: The purpose of this new 
column is to present a brief but 
factual semi-monthly report on pro- 
duction, supply and price trends. 
The information presented repre- 
sents a summary of facts and 
opinions from several current busi- 
ness journals and reports as well as 
observations of our Purchasing De- 
partment personnel. While these re- 
ports will relate primarily to sup- 
plies, materials and equipment re- 
quired by the Commission, they will 
include many items of general con- 
cern and interest. The purpose of 
this first report is to present a 
general picture of current business 
conditions and a brief sketch of 
supply and price trends of a few 
basic commodities. Future reports 
will be more selective and detailed 
in order to provide information re- 
garding shortages and surpluses 
which will assist you in estimating 
your future needs and in maintain- 
ing balanced inventories. 

PRODUCTION 

Current production of both con- 
sumer and durable goods is at an 
all-time high. Bumper food crops 
are now anticipated and previous 
farm production estimates are be- 
ing increased. The overall produc- 
tion outlook is exceptionally bright 
and optimistic. Unless unforeseen, 
crop failures occur or unless the 
nationwide wave of strikes con- 
tinues, the broad gap between sup- 
ply and demand for most products 
may be bridged by late Autumn. 
Certain food products and manu- 
factured items will no doubt re- 

(Continued on page two) 


HIGHWAY DIRECTORS 
IN MEETING HERE 


Directors of the Southeastern As- 
sociation of Highway Officials held 
a meeting at the Sir Walter Hotel 
in Raleigh on Thursday, May 23. 
W. Vance Baise, chief engineer 
with the highway department, had 
charge of arrangements for the 
meeting. High on the agenda for 
the one-day session was a discus- 
sion of current problems, with part- 
icular reference to Federal-Aid con- 
struction work. Representatives 
numbering about 20 people attended 
from the highway departments of 
the 12 states comprising the as- 
sociation, 
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NEW COLUMN 


We are pleased to welcome 
a new column to our paper to- 
day. This column, authored by 
W.G. (Bill) Reaves, assistant 
purchasing agent, is an effort 
to keep all our readers inform- 
ed of the difficulties facing the 
purchasing department and to 
encourage all departments and 
divisions to anticipate their 
needs as best they can, in or- 
der to cut down on “rush”’ or- 
ders as much as possible. 

It is the desire of the pur- 
chasing department to cooper- 
ate in every possible way with 
all departments and divisions 
by processing requirements as 
rapidly as possible and ar- 
ranging for delivery of equip- 
ment and materials as prompt- 
ly as it can be done. 

In many instances, of course, 
it is not practical to anticipate 
needs and stock up on supplies 
which may or may not be need- 
ed for months, possibly years, 
to come. However, there are 
certain standard _ supplies 
which are normally kept in 
stock throughout the various 
divisions. The purchasing de- 
partment says that it will be 
greatly helpful to its person- 
nel if the requirements in this 
type of equipment can be an- 
ticipated in advance and re- 
_ quisitioned accordingly. 

But we want you to read the 
story for yourself. Your at- 
tention is directed to another 
page in this issue, where you 
will find a full discussion of 
the problems with which the 
purchasing department is fac- 
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ed, and suggested ways in 
which some of these can be 
curtailed. This column will be- 
come a regular feature, with 
various phases of the purchas- 
ing department’s activities be- 
ing discussed in each issue. 


RENEWED EMPHASIS 


While getting about over 
the state within recent weeks, 
we have noticed highway 
maintenance forces hard at 
work improving the road sys- 
tem and private road contrac- 
tors working just as hard to 
fulfill their contracts with the 
State Highway and Public 
Works Commission. 

These signs are encourag- 
ing. The spring of this year, 
1946, marks the.first time that 
a highway program can a 
be launched since the “good 
old days” prior to the war 
years. During the war, and 
for some months prior to our 
actual entrance into the late 
world conflict, there was little 
opportunity to do any real 
highway planning and high- 
way work. The nation was 
girding itself for the forth- 
coming life and death strug- 
gle, and highway work, along 
with everything else, was vir- 
tually shelved for the dura- 
tion. 

Now, however, the war is 
behind us, and although we 
are still suffering from its 
aftermath, there is a faint 
gleam of hope that conditions 
will continue their slow trend 
of improvement and that the 
pace will be accelerated before 
so very much longer. 

We still are seriously short 
in critical materials and equip- 
ment, which means that we 
are today confronted with ter- 
rific obstacles in doing our 
routine work. Despite these 
handicaps, however, we find 
work going ahead as best it 
can. 

Thus, the pendulum begins 
to swing. Swinging slowly 
now, we hope that it will pick 
up speed soon, forecasting an 
early return to normal con- 
ditions. Until that time comes, 


we are confident that every 
effort will be made to over- 
come existing handicaps in 
improving the state’s road 
system. 


JOB SAFETY 

In this issue of our paper, 
we publish a few “Suggestions 
for Safety.” These are design- 
ed primarily for people who 
are engaged in heavy construc- 
tion work requiring the use of 
extremely heavy machinery. 

However, it is our thought 
that they are equally applic- 
able to our forces, in that 
heavy machinery of various 
types is employed in many of 
our routine operations. 

Whenever machinery of any 
kind is used, there danger al- 
ways lurks, waiting and ready 
to pounce upon the unwary. 
Sometimes, if luck is with us, 
we escape injury or with only 
minor hurts. At other times, 
serious, often permanent, in- 
jury is the result, and tragedy 
itself may be the outcome, 
with a grief-stricken widow 
and children left behind to 
mourn the departed one. 

Too much cannot be’ said 
and written on the subject of 
safety on the highways. The 
accident rate is on the in- 
crease, and the toll in dead 
and injured has reached an 
alarmingly high figure al- 
ready. 

It is just as essential, how- 
ever, that every precaution 
for safety on the job be exer- 
cised. This is particularly true 
in the case of many of our per- 
sonnel, who must work in 
daily contact with equipment 
which, getting out of hand, be- 
comes in the flash of an eye a 
deadly missile. 

It is conceivable, of course, 
that a person could work for 
years and years around such 
equipment and not get a 
scratch ; then, one morning, he 
slip on a cake of soap in the 
bathroom and breaks his neck. 
That, however, is usually the 
exception which proves the 
rule. 


Drive Safely. 


- 
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LATEST INFORMATION 


(Continued from page one) 
main in short supply for the of 
two years. Such shortages are the 
result of exhausted reserves of a 
few critical materials, the pent up 
demand for certain consumer goods 
and the low production and abnor- 
mal needs of war-torn nations. 


SUPPLY 

(1) Food—in spite of current 
reports, return to food rationing is 
not expected unless crop failures oc- 
cur. The current shortage of wheat 
products will be relieved somewhat 
within 60 days. Canned fruits and 
vegetables will be more plentiful 
by fall. Increased supplies of meats 
are expected within 3 or 4 months. 
Oils, Fats and Sugar will no doubt 
remain tight for the next 12 months. 

(2) Building Materials—Produc- 
tion is increasing but some items 
will remain in short supply. Cement 
supplies are nearly exhausted for 
the first time in many months but 
relief is expected soon after the 
coal and rail strikes are settled. 
Asphalt is in good supply. Brick 
production is increasing but hardly 
as fast as the demand, and the back- 
log of orders is high. Nearly all- 
types and grades of lumber will be — 
in short supply for several months. 
Delivery of most iron and steel pro- 
ducts is made within 6 to 9 months. 

(3) Equipment—The outlook for 
trucks and construction machinery 
and equipment is a little brighter. 
Truck production is increasing 
rapidly and fairly good deliveries 
are expected over the next 3 or 4 
months. Passenger cars are much 
tighter and deliveries will be slow. 
The backlog of orders for heavy 
machinery is very high and a near 
balance of supply and demand is 
not believed possible before next 
spring. 

PRICES 

Prices in general have been ris- 
ing since the first of the year and 
the trend is still upward. Recent 
wage increases are being reflected 
in nearly all iron and steel products. 
Coal prices are expected to rise 
about 50¢ per ton and freight rates 
will probably advance from 5% to 
15%. These increases will up the 
delivered cost of most other om 
ducts and additional price increase 
will probably be granted by O. P. A. 
amendments now being considered 
by Congress. Average price rises — 
of about 10% are expected during 
the next 12 months. Exceptions are 
aluminum products, gasoline and 
electric power rates which have re- 
cently declined. 
Pass: 
have not been settled by the time > 
you read this, you are expected to 
cover any bright spots you see in 
the above with a very dark cloud. 


If the coal and rail strikes — 
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Sixteen Million 
. Dollar Road Fund 
Under Contract 


Exclusive of the amount to be 


F is ultimately involved in the letting 
gh of contracts on May 23, $16,732,711- 
: .67 have been let to contract since 
f _ July 1 of last year, Chairman A. H. 


Graham said recently in giving a 
comprehensive review of the post- 
* war road program to date. 
By Contracts calling for the con- 
___ struction, betterment and improve- 
? ment of 1,362 miles of primary, se- 
i condary and county roads-were let 
during this period. Represented in 
these lettings are 75 of the state’s 
100 counties scattered throughout 
the ten highway divisions. 
Included in the proposals on 
which bids were opened May 23 
were 247 miles of county roads to be 
surface treated. 

An analysis of the sixteen million 
dollars’ worth of work already un- 
der contract shows 185 miles of new 
: primary construction to cost $8,- 

Py 662,065; 71 miles of secondary fede- 
E ral-aid roads costing $1,656,157.40; 
665 miles of state secondary roads 
to be retreated at a cost of $2,197,- 
: 377.44; 81 miles of county roads to 
. be resurfaced at a cost of $677,- 

014.33; 162 14 miles of county roads 

scheduled for betterment and im- 
_ provement through bituminous or 
asphalt treatment at a cost of $2,- 
| 057,904.52; with other miscellaneous 
be items making up the balance of the 
f money to be spent. 
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A negro prisoner at the Vance 


‘j _ county prison camp near Hender- 
be son was slightly wounded in an at- 
te tempted escape recently. 

__-__ Halbert Carmichael, 19 and Grady 
3 Lucas, 26, slipped away from a road 


gang about eight miles east of Hen- 
derson and started to flee. Guards 
ordered them to stop, but they kept 
going and were fired upon by the 
guards. Carmichael was peppered 
with buckshot and was brought to 
Central Prison here for treatment. 
 Lueas was captured in a nearby 
~ grove of woods about an hour later 
¢ through the use of bloodhounds 
is Carmichael was sentenced in 
Wayne county in December, 1944, 
- to a 3-5 year term for assault with 
a deadly weapon with intent to kill. 
__ _He escaped on March 31, 1945 and 
-_-was recaptured last April 22. 
Pa Lucas was sentenced in Wake 
-_ county last January to, 12 months 
Bis for’ assault and battery and assault 
4 with a deadly weapon. 
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Suggestions 
For Safety 


After an accident has occurred, 
about the most tragic, and yet the 
most useless, comment that can be 
made is: “I didn’t know he was 
there” or “I didn’t see him until it 
was too late to stop.” 

With this thought in mind, these 
few suggestions for working in 
safety near heavy construction 
equipment are passed along for 
whatever they may be worth: 

1. Move machinery only when 
sure everyone is in the clear. 

2. Ride only where seats are 
provided and never jump on or off. 

3. When cranking engines, stand 
in the clear—thumb beside fingers 
—and pull, don’t push. 

4. Keep out from under sus- 
pended loads. 

5. Block suspended parts before 
repairing, moving or leaving. 

6. Keep clear of moving machi- 
nery—do not oil or repair while in 
motion. 

7. Maintain equipment in good 
condition. 

8. Know the safe load for any 
equipment and never exceed it. 

9. Keep all parts of equipment 
at least ten feet from electric power 
lines. 

10. Keep at a safe distance from 
edge of the cuts or fills. 

11. Drive at a safe speed, and 
shift gears at start of steep grades. 
12. Guard against fires when 
fueling, and against steam when 
checking water. 


DO YOU KNOW? 


1. Members of what three oc- 
cupational groups make the greatest 
use of the private passenger car? 

2. New. York city is, of course, 
the largest incorporated place in 
the United States, with an estimat- 


ed population of 7,730,000 in 1945. | 


Do you know the population of the 
smallest incorporated place in the 
United States? 

3. Which state has the greatest 
number of units of government? 
Which has the greatest number in 
proportion to population? Which 
has the greatest number in propor- 
tion to square miles of area? 

4. How many states have con- 
stitutional prohibitions against the 
use of gasoline-tax income for other 
than highway purposes? 

5. The San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Bridge is considered by many 
to be the greatest bridge ever built. 
How long is the. bridge proper? 
How long is the crossing from ter- 
minal to terminal, including the 
approaches? 

6. What -was the first city in the 
world to have lighted streets? 

For the answers, see page 4 


Outlook Gloomy 
For Good Records 
On May Escapes 


Prison escape records for the 


month of May are on the verge of 
taking a nose dive, if the trend re- 
corded during the first fifteen days 
continues throughout the month. 
From May 1 through May 15, 
there were 22 escapes reported here, 
20 of them being from 15 county 
prison camps throughout the state. 
The other two escapes were report- 
ed from the Sanitorium and from 
the Goldsboro hospital, where pri- 
soners are sent for specific purposes. 
The 20 escapes from county 
camps during the first half of May 
falls one short of equaling the 21 
escapes, reported for tthe entire 
month of April and is much higher 
than the six men who escaped dur- 
ing the latter half of last month. 
The Buncombe county camp, with 
three escapees, drops off the star 
list for the period, with Columbus, 
Granville and Bladen county camps 
being reduced to one-star camps. 
The other eleven camps from which 
one escape each was reported are: 
Scotland, Durham, Rockingham, 
Montgomery, Macon, Polk, Orange, 


Page Three 
Guilford 505 
Guilford 506 
Person 508 
Harnett 603 
Davidson 602 
Moore 606 
Randolph 608 
Robeson 609 
Anson 701 
Cabarrus 702 
Mecklenburg # 1 703 
Mecklenburg # 2 704 
Richmond 706 
Rowan 7107 
Union 709 
Caldwell 808 
Davie 804 
Forsyth 805 
Surry 807 
Watauga 808 
Wilkes 809 
Burke 902 
Catawba 903 
Cleveland 904 
Gaston 905 
Iredell 906 
McDowell 908 
Rutherford 910 
Avery 1001 
Cherokee 1003 
Haywood 1006 
Henderson 1007 
Jackson 1008 
Yancey 1014 


Two-Star Rating 


Durham 


Chatham, Stokes, Alleghany and BOS 
Yadkin. These are awarded two- Orange 507 
star ratings for the period. Rockingham 509 
The standing of prison camps} Chatham 601 
throughout the state for the May| ‘Scotland 610 
1-15 period is as follows: Montgomery 705 
Alleghany 801 
Three-Star Rating Stokes 806 
Central Prison Raleigh Yadkin 810 
Women’s Prison Raleigh Polk 909 
Caledonia Halifax Macon 1009 
Camp Polk Cary One-Star Rating 
Edgecombe 107 Bladen 301 
Gates 108 Columbus 303 
Halifax 109 Granville 504 
Hertford 110 Non-Star Rating 
Martin 111 Buncombe 1002 
Northampton 112 : : 
Perquimans 114 SAA ENDORSES PLAN 
Warren 115 TO FINANCE BRIDGES 
Beaufort 201 —____—_. 
Carteret 202 If and when bridges are cons- 
Craven 203 tructed across Alligator River and 
Greene 204 Croatan Sound, extending US 64 
Lenoir 207 |from Fort Landing to Manteo on 
Onslow 208 Roanoke Island, this state’s policy 
Pitt 210 of toll-free ferries, bridges and 
Washington 212 roads may undergo slight altera- 
Brunswick 302 tions. The Southern Albemarle 
Cumberland 304 Association, leading proponent of 
Duplin 805 the move to build the bridges, has 
Pender 307 | endorsed a suggestion by Governor 
Sampson 308 | Cherry that in order for the state 
Franklin 401 |to match federal funds with which 
Johnston 402 {both bridges could be built simul- 
Nash 403 | taneously, it would be necessary to 
Wayne 405 |apply a small toll to pay off the 
Wilson 406 | state’s share of the cost. 
Vance 407 = 
Alamance 501 Deer, elk and moose have no gall 
Caswell 502 bladders. 
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HIGHWAY STUDY COURSE GIVEN 
AS “GOOD NEIGHBOR” EXAMPLE 


An outstanding example of in- 
ternational cooperation and a “good 
neighbor” policy is the course which 
has just been completed in the 
nation’s capital for the benefit of 
representative highway officials in 
16 Latin American republics. 


The study course of five weeks’ 
duration was sponsored by the 
American Road Builders’ Associa- 
tion, in cooperation with the State 
Department, Office of Inter-Ameri- 
can Affairs, Public Roads Admin- 
istration and the Pan-American 
Highway Confederation. 

Lectures on a variety of subjects, 
chosen to give a balanced picture 
of all phases of the road building 
science, comprised the agenda of 
the study course, in which daily 
sessions were held from April 8 
through May 17. Among the lec- 
turers were two from the North 
Carolina Highway Department, 
Chief Engineer W. Vance Baise 
and Senior Locating Engineer R. 
Getty Browning. Other speakers 
were drawn from the highway de- 
partments of various states, fede- 
ral government agencies, munici- 
palities, equipment and materials 
manufacturers, and . construction 
firms. 

Right at the beginning of the 
course, 11 engineers from China, 
two from Egypt and one from 
India, these representatives hap- 
pening to be in this country on 
official study tours, sought and se- 
cured permission to attend. One 
engineer, a Chinese, described the 
course as the “reconnaissance sur- 
vey of international highways of 
goodwill.” 

Lectures dealt with location, grad- 
ing, structural design, bridges, or- 
ganization and administration of 
highway departments, production 
and use of surfacing materials, 
traffic control, equipment of all 
types, highway program costs’ and 
financing, highway types and uses, 
aerial surveys, airport construction 
and integration with road pro- 
grams, motor freight and motor 
bus operations. 

The “dean” of the school was 
Charles M. Upham, American Road 
Builders’ engineer-director. Follow- 
ing conclusion of the course, the 
visiting “students” started out on 
a 2,000-mile tour of seven Middle 
Western states to see the practical 
application of subjects discussed 
in the classroom. Later, the visitors 
will be permitted to work for sev- 
eral months in a variety of engi- 
neering, manufacturing and cons- 
truction jobs, with those desiring 
to specialize in certain phases of 


highway work being permitted to 
do so. 

The Latin American group was 
chosen from hundreds of applicants 
in their respective countries. All of 
them are on one year’s leaves of 
absence for the purpose of taking 
this study course. 


Traffic Death 
Toll Last Year 
28,500 People 


FROM V-J DAY to the end of 
1945, traffic deaths rose 36 per cent. 
For the first seven months of the 
year, the increase was only one per 
cent. Thus, the sky-rocketing toll 
of the last five months boosted the 
annual total of traffic deaths 17 per 
cent over 1944. 

The toll for 1945 was 28,500 killed. 
One million persons were injured, 
80,000 of whom suffered some per- 
manent disability. Direct economic 
loss from these accidents, including 
wage losses, medical expense, over- 
head insurance and property dam- 
age, is estimated at $1,450,000,000. 

The 1945 mileage rate was 11.4 
compared with 11.3 in 1944. Since 
the death and mileage trends in the 
first half of 1944 and 1945 were 
similar, the increased 1945 traffic 
toll may be attributed primarily to 
post-war conditions. 

December deaths increased 27 
per cent over the abnormally high 
December figure of 1944, accenting 
the steady rise in the toll since V-J 
Day. This, combined with an in- 
crease of 40 per cent in November 
and 44 per cent in October, marks 
a black page in the traffic record 
for the year. 

The casual reader may say, Don’t 
we always have a lot of traffic 
deaths? So what?” Normal condi- 
tions, however, do not always indi- 
cate desirable conditions. More 
American lives were lost in motor 
vehicle accidents in 1945 than were 
lost during the past 75 years in 36 
major disasters resulting from fire, 
water, storm, earthquake and ex- 
plosion. 

HIGHWAY COMMISSION 

CONVENES WEDNESDAY 


The May meeting of the State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission will be held here in the 
State Highway Building on Wed- 
nesday, May 29th. 


Three or four rabbit skins are 
used to make one felt hat. 


Traffic Trend 
Moves Upward; 
New High Seen 


Traffic movement is at a very 
high level, with new records pre- 
dicted for the summer months this 
year, according to the monthly sur- 
vey of traffic conducted by the divi- 
sion of statistics and planning. 

James S. Burch, engineer of 
statistics and planning, pointed out 
in his monthly report for April that 
increases in accordance with the 
seasonal trend were noted during 
the month, the volume being about 
six percent higher than in March. 

Except for April, 1941, when de- 
fense activity without rationing 
started the highest traffic boom in 
history, the figure for April of 
this year is higher than for that 
month in any previous year, Burch’s 
report states. 

Registration of cars, despite’ a 
four-year shortage of new cars, was 
greater in April than for any pre- 
vious April. Gasoline tax collections 
during the month were considerably 
above the highest month of any 
year in history, including the sum- 
mer peak of 1941. 

“While a part of this is due to 
the fact that old vehicles require 
more gas per mile than normally,” 
the report continues, “there is no 
doubt that traffic movement is at a 
very high level, and that new re- 
cords will be set next summer.” 


HERE ARE THE ANSWERS 
TO “DO YOU KNOW?” 


1. According to an analysis of 
highway-planning-survey data in 
six states, the commercial traveler 
uses his car most of all. Physicians, 
lawyers, and insurance and real- 
estate salesmen are just about tied 
for second place. 

2. The smallest incorporated 
places reported in the 1940 census 
were Eagle Harbor, Md., and Ophir, 
Colo., with two inhabitants each. 
There is a possibility that they have 
grown a bit since then. 

3. Illinois has the greatest num- 
ber of governmental units. Profes- 
sor William Anderson reported a 
total of 15,629 for Illinois in 1941, 
including 12,129 school districts. 
According to Professor Anderson’s 
count, South Dakota had the great- 
est number of governmental units 
in proportion to population in 1941, 
and Illinois had the greatest num- 
ber in proportion to square miles 
of area. 

4, The number is 18. 

5. The bridge proper, including 
the crossing of Yerba Buena Island, 
is 4% miles long. From terminal to 
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Prison Getting 
More Popular, 
Report Shows 


The prison population for the 
state had moved up almost to the 
6,500 mark by May 1st, according 
to a monthly report compiled by the 
Prison Department and released by 
Clyde O. Robinson, Director of Pri- 
sons. 

To be exact, there were 6,494 
prisoners confined to prison camps 
and other institutions throughout 
the state on May ist. Of this num- 
ber, 173 were in institutions of the 
state, the remainder being inmates 
of the county prison camps, Cen- 
tral Prison and Women’s Prison 
here. 

During April, Director Robin- 
son’s report shows, there were 610 
separations from the penal system. 
These included 453 whose road sen- 
tences had expired, 43 whose terms 
at Central Prison had been com- 
pleted, 57 parolees, 29 released by 
court order, six sent to institutions, 


21 escaped, and one death. 
However, admissions to the pri- 
son system were greater than sepa- 
rations during April, there having 
been 680 new prisoners received. 
Of these, 95 were entered at Cen- 
tral Prison, 555 were sent to the 
county camps, four were received 
from institutions, ten had their 
| paroles revoked, and sixteen es- 
_capees were recaptured. 


FEDERAL FUNDS ~ 


(Continued from page one) 
for distribution among cities whose 
| population is in excess of 5,000 per- 
: sons. 


BIDS ARE OPENED 


(Continued from page one) 
ford, Rockingham, Davidson, Ran- 
dolph, Richmond, Alleghany, Ashe, 
Watauga, Caldwell, Camden, For- 
syth, Wilkes, Buncombe and Hay- 
wood. 


terminal the crossing is 814 miles 
long. 

6. Paris was the first city to have 
lighted streets. At about the begin- 
ning of the 18th century, the Paris 
police ordered every householder to 
keep a lamp burning in a street 
window from 9 o’clock in the even-— 
ing on through the night. A few 
years later, tallow-burning lanterns ~ 
were suspended by chains at re- 
gular intervals along the centers of 
Paris streets. 

Superintendents of zoos say that 
a tiger or grizzly bear can defeat 
a lion in combat any day. 


